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This is the remarkable story of a German soldier who fought throughout World War II, rising from conscript
private to captain of a heavy weapons company on the Eastern Front.

William Lubbeck, age 19, was drafted into the Wehrmacht in August 1939. As a member of the 58th Infantry
Division, he received his baptism of fire during the 1940 invasion of France. The following spring his
division served on the left flank of Army Group North in Operation Barbarossa. After grueling marches
admidst countless Russian bodies, burnt-out vehicles, and a great number of cheering Baltic civilians,
Lubbeck’s unit entered the outskirts of Leningrad, making the deepest penetration of any German formation.

The Germans suffered brutal hardships the following winter as they fought both Russian counterattacks and
the brutal cold. The 58th Division was thrown back and forth across the front of Army Group North, from
Novgorod to Demyansk, at one point fighting back Russian attacks on the ice of Lake Ilmen. Returning to
the outskirts of Leningrad, the 58th was placed in support of the Spanish “Blue” Division. Relations between
the allied formations soured at one point when the Spaniards used a Russian bath house for target practice,
not realizing that Germans were relaxing inside.

A soldier who preferred to be close to the action, Lubbeck served as forward observer for his company,
dueling with Russian snipers, partisans and full-scale assaults alike. His worries were not confined to his
own safety, however, as news arrived of disasters in Germany, including the destruction of Hamburg where
his girlfriend served as an Army nurse.

In September 1943, Lubbeck earned the Iron Cross First Class and was assigned to officers’ training school
in Dresden. By the time he returned to Russia, Army Group North was in full-scale retreat. Now
commanding his former heavy weapons company, Lubbeck alternated sharp counterattacks with inexorable
withdrawal, from Riga to Memel on the Baltic. In April 1945 Lubbeck’s company became stalled in a traffic
jam and was nearly obliterated by a Russian barrage followed by air attacks.

In the last chaotic scramble from East Prussia, Lubbeck was able to evacuate on a newly minted German
destroyer. He recounts how the ship arrived in the British zone off Denmark with all guns blazing against
pursuing Russians. The following morning, May 8, 1945, he learned that the war was over.

After his release from British captivity, Lubbeck married his sweetheart, Anneliese, and in 1949 immigrated
to the United States where he raised a successful family. With the assistance of David B. Hurt, he has drawn
on his wartime notes and letters, Soldatbuch, regimental history and personal memories to recount his four
years of frontline experience. Containing rare firsthand accounts of both triumph and disaster, At
Leningrad’s Gates provides a fascinating glimpse into the reality of combat on the Eastern Front.

REVIEWS

...a well-wrought ground level view of daily life in hell.



WWII Magazine No 3, 06/2007

“… compiled with attention to details. The reader will feel as though he is alongside Lubbeck as he calls fire
missions on the enemy during his three years of service.”
Military Trader 11/2007

“… a first-rate memoir… The reader will find the narrative flowing. Two appendices, one on German
Infantry Regiments in WW II of 1940, and another consisting of references of all places named, are added to
assist the reader.”
City Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Charles Bock:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book AT
LENINGRAD'S GATES: The Combat Memoirs of a Soldier with Army Group North. All type of book
could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Jessica Adkins:

This AT LENINGRAD'S GATES: The Combat Memoirs of a Soldier with Army Group North is great guide
for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having AT LENINGRAD'S GATES: The Combat Memoirs of a Soldier with Army
Group North in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Christopher Dixon:

The book untitled AT LENINGRAD'S GATES: The Combat Memoirs of a Soldier with Army Group North
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice examine.

Stacy Abercrombie:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book AT LENINGRAD'S GATES: The Combat Memoirs of a Soldier with
Army Group North we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative
person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this time book AT LENINGRAD'S GATES: The Combat Memoirs of a



Soldier with Army Group North. You can more appealing than now.
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