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Offering a frank and observant look at gender, education, and identity at a critical juncture in the author's -
and America's - development, Babes in Boyland brings to life a pivotal moment in the history of co-
education. It was a time in which hostility to women was still rife (fraternity house banners at Dartmouth
read "Better Dead than Co-Ed"), but one that promised equal education to promising young women. Gina
Barreca entered Dartmouth College as a freshman in 1975, a few short years after the college became co-
educational. As a working-class girl of Italian-French Canadian descent raised in Brooklyn and Long Island,
Barreca's looks and style set her apart from Dartmouth's blonder, better-heeled undergraduate majority.
Barreca's story begins with a snapshot of her parents - their courtship and marriage, her father's six-day work
week sewing bedspreads and curtains in New York City's garment district, and her mother's death from lung
and bone cancer a year before Gina receives news of her acceptance to Dartmouth. With the dubious blessing
of her Italian aunts ("New Hampshire? You gonna go to school in New Hampshire?") , she leaves Long
Island for Hanover, chauffered by her father in their 1967 Buick Skylark. His parting words of advice
become a recurring mantra for the anxious freshman: "You can always take the next bus home." Surveying
the campus on her arrival, Barreca is overcome with a paralyzing sense of inadequacy. But as freshman year
gets underway, she makes friends, starts an unofficial sorority (Tau Iota Tau, or TIT) and begins to discover
the joys of a first-rate education. Over the next three and a half years, self-consciousness gives way to self-
confidence as she tests her wit, intellect, and sexuality in an environment more open to self-expression than
her hometown. Barreca takes the reader to fraternity parties, dorm gossip sessions, working-class dives,
classrooms and dorm rooms. She chronicles the delight of her first romance, the humiliation of her first C-
plus, and the first stirrings of feminist consciousness. Her tale winds up in London, where she spent her last
semester, choosing to graduate ahead of her class with no formal ceremony. Distancing herself from
graduation in this way underscores Barreca's mixed feelings about her experiences at Dartmouth College,
experiences that continue to inspire, haunt, and shape her writing, her teaching, and her life.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Babes in Boyland can be fine book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

John Dudley:

This Babes in Boyland is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Babes in Boyland in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in
ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Marie Michael:

You can get this Babes in Boyland by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Rick Briones:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Babes in Boyland when you needed it?
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