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How did the Depression-era folk-song collector Alan Lomax end up with a songwriting credit on Jay-Z’s
song “Takeover”? Why doesn’t Clyde Stubblefield, the primary drummer on James Brown recordings from
the late 1960s such as “Funky Drummer” and “Cold Sweat,” get paid for other musicians’ frequent use of the
beats he performed on those songs? The music industry’s approach to digital sampling—the act of
incorporating snippets of existing recordings into new ones—holds the answers. Exploring the complexities
and contradictions in how samples are licensed, Kembrew McLeod and Peter DiCola interviewed more than
100 musicians, managers, lawyers, industry professionals, journalists, and scholars. Based on those
interviews, Creative License puts digital sampling into historical, cultural, and legal context. It describes hip-
hop during its sample-heavy golden age in the 1980s and early 1990s, the lawsuits that shaped U.S.
copyright law on sampling, and the labyrinthine licensing process that musicians must now navigate. The
authors argue that the current system for licensing samples is inefficient and limits creativity. For instance,
by estimating the present-day licensing fees for the Beastie Boys’ Paul’s Boutique (1989) and Public
Enemy’s Fear of a Black Planet (1990), two albums from hip-hop’s golden age, the authors show that
neither album could be released commercially today. Observing that the same dynamics that create problems
for remixers now reverberate throughout all culture industries, the authors conclude by examining ideas for
reform.

Interviewees include David Byrne, Cee Lo Green, George Clinton, De La Soul, DJ Premier, DJ Qbert,
Eclectic Method, El-P, Girl Talk, Matmos, Mix Master Mike, Negativland, Public Enemy, RZA, Clyde
Stubblefield, T.S. Monk.
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From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

This Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling without we understand teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Creative License: The
Law and Culture of Digital Sampling can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Creative License: The
Law and Culture of Digital Sampling having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Tony Hill:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Ray Chung:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling.

Ann Gonzalez:

This Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling is great e-book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Creative License: The Law and Culture of Digital Sampling in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya



Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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