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After the battle of Antietam in 1862, Harriet Eaton traveled to Virginia from her home in Portland, Maine, to
care for soldiers in the Army of the Potomac. Portland's Free Street Baptist Church, with liberal ties to
abolition, established the Maine Camp Hospital Association and made the widowed Eaton its relief agent in
the field. One of many Christians who believed that patriotic activism could redeem the nation, Eaton
quickly learned that war was no respecter of religious principles.

Doing the work of nurse and provisioner, Eaton tended wounded men and those with smallpox and
diphtheria during two tours of duty. Eaton struggled with the disruptions of transience, scarcely sleeping in
the same place twice, but found the politics of daily toil even more challenging. Conflict between Eaton and
coworker Isabella Fogg erupted almost immediately over issues of propriety. Though Eaton praised some of
the surgeons with whom she worked, she labeled others charlatans whose neglect had deadly implications for
the rank and file. If she saw villainy, she also saw opportunities to convert soldiers and developed an intense
spiritual connection with a private, which appears to have led to a postwar liaison.

Published here for the first time, the uncensored nursing diary is a rarity among medical accounts of the war,
showing Eaton to be an astute observer of human nature and not as straight-laced as we might have thought.
This edition includes an extensive introduction by the editor, transcriptions of relevant letters and newspaper
articles, and a comprehensive biographical dictionary of the people mentioned in the diary.
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From reader reviews:

Betty McClanahan:

Within other case, little folks like to read book This Birth Place of Souls: The Civil War Nursing Diary of
Harriet Eaton. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a new book This Birth Place of Souls: The Civil War Nursing Diary of Harriet Eaton. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Harry Baxter:

The book This Birth Place of Souls: The Civil War Nursing Diary of Harriet Eaton can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like
a book This Birth Place of Souls: The Civil War Nursing Diary of Harriet Eaton? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book This Birth Place of Souls: The Civil War
Nursing Diary of Harriet Eaton has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher McCormick:

This book untitled This Birth Place of Souls: The Civil War Nursing Diary of Harriet Eaton to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Michael Medellin:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be This Birth Place of Souls: The Civil War Nursing
Diary of Harriet Eaton why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.
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