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Philippe Descola has become one of the most important anthropologists working today, and Beyond Nature
and Culture has been a major influence in European intellectual life since its French publication in 2005.
Here, finally, it is brought to English-language readers. At its heart is a question central to both anthropology
and philosophy: what is the relationship between nature and culture?

Culture—as a collective human making, of art, language, and so forth—is often seen as essentially different
from nature, which is portrayed as a collective of the nonhuman world, of plants, animals, geology, and
natural forces. Descola shows this essential difference to be, however, not only a specifically Western notion,
but also a very recent one. Drawing on ethnographic examples from around the world and theoretical
understandings from cognitive science, structural analysis, and phenomenology, he formulates a
sophisticated new framework, the “four ontologies”— animism, totemism, naturalism, and analogism—to
account for all the ways we relate ourselves to nature. By thinking beyond nature and culture as a simple
dichotomy, Descola offers nothing short of a fundamental reformulation by which anthropologists and
philosophers can see the world afresh.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

The book with title Beyond Nature and Culture has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Dennis Taylor:

Precisely why? Because this Beyond Nature and Culture is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Chad Jones:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Beyond Nature and Culture will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Karen Ofarrell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Beyond Nature and Culture can give you a lot
of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Beyond Nature and Culture.
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