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"Larvatus prodeo," announced René Descartes at the beginning of the seventeenth century: "I come forward,
masked." Deliberately disguising or silencing their most intimate thoughts and emotions, many early modern
Europeans besides Descartes-princes, courtiers, aristocrats and commoners alike-chose to practice the
shadowy art of dissimulation. For men and women who could not risk revealing their inner lives to those
around them, this art of incommunicativity was crucial, both personally and politically. Many writers and
intellectuals sought to explain, expose, justify, or condemn the emergence of this new culture of secrecy, and
from Naples to the Netherlands controversy swirled for two centuries around the powers and limits of
dissimulation, whether in affairs of state or affairs of the heart. This beautifully written work crisscrosses
Europe, with a special focus on Italy, to explore attitudes toward the art of dissimulation in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. Discussing many canonical and lesser-known works, Jon R. Snyder examines the
treatment of dissimulation in early modern treatises and writings on the court, civility, moral philosophy,
political theory, and in the visual arts.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Dissimulation and the Culture of Secrecy in Early Modern
Europe. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important
a book Dissimulation and the Culture of Secrecy in Early Modern Europe. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Diane Worrell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Dissimulation and the Culture of
Secrecy in Early Modern Europe is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Patricia Stokes:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book Dissimulation and the Culture of Secrecy in Early Modern Europe was filled with
regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Larry Huff:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Dissimulation and the Culture of Secrecy in
Early Modern Europe or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Dissimulation and the Culture of Secrecy in Early Modern Europe to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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