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When survey research, statistics, and electronic data processing were first introduced, they held out promise
that a new level of political knowledge would be created. Applied to the study of voting behavior, survey
research promised an understanding of the factors determining the outcome of an election, that political
history could be based on rich and current data, and that we could begin to understand the role of elections in
constitutional democracy. The truth as Peter B. Natchez shows, is that despite the opportunity provided by
this revolution, voting studies have failed to make significant contributions to democratic theory or political
history.

The findings of voting studies have spread from the universities into the political system with a rather grim
message. In its simplest form the message is this: the electorate does not measure up to the task thrust upon it
by democracy. The studies conclude that voters choose candidates for reasons having little relevance to the
success of the political system, and little relevance even to politics. Thus political science, in shifting from an
optimistic focus on theory to a strong emphasis on empiricism, became a source of pessimism.

One cannot study democracy or the democratic process without a point of view on democracy. The scientific
method requires a point of view: science is not only a method for discovering reality, but for addressing
well-structured questions. Natchez identifies goals for democracy, freedom and tolerance, and consciousness
in decision making. Elections serve two functions; one, filling constitutional offices, and two, a symbolic
function rooted in democratic experience that is more ambiguous, but no less vital as a part of regime
analysis. A political science that connects these two aspects of voting will require an analysis of why voters
vote the way they do to fill offices; but, more importantly, it will also require an understanding of the
symbolic function of elections.
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

The book Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Images of
Voting/Visions of Democracy to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start
and read a reserve Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Sherry Stevens:

Here thing why this Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy in e-book can be your option.

Hilary Williams:

The book untitled Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy is the publication that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Alberto Redden:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually Images of Voting/Visions of Democracy.
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