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States are more likely to engage in risky and destabilizing actions such as military buildups and preemptive
strikes if they believe their adversaries pose a tangible threat. Yet despite the crucial importance of this issue,
we don't know enough about how states and their leaders draw inferences about their adversaries' long-term
intentions. Knowing the Adversary draws on a wealth of historical archival evidence to shed new light on
how world leaders and intelligence organizations actually make these assessments.

Keren Yarhi-Milo examines three cases: Britain's assessments of Nazi Germany's intentions in the 1930s,
America's assessments of the Soviet Union's intentions during the Carter administration, and the Reagan
administration's assessments of Soviet intentions near the end of the Cold War. She advances a new
theoretical framework—called selective attention—that emphasizes organizational dynamics, personal
diplomatic interactions, and cognitive and affective factors. Yarhi-Milo finds that decision makers don't pay
as much attention to those aspects of state behavior that major theories of international politics claim they do.
Instead, they tend to determine the intentions of adversaries on the basis of preexisting beliefs, theories, and
personal impressions. Yarhi-Milo also shows how intelligence organizations rely on very different indicators
than decision makers, focusing more on changes in the military capabilities of adversaries.

Knowing the Adversary provides a clearer picture of the historical validity of existing theories, and broadens
our understanding of the important role that diplomacy plays in international security.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

The book Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International
Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Knowing the Adversary: Leaders,
Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a
guide Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Michael Walsh:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Knowing the Adversary: Leaders,
Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Darlene Kidd:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Knowing the Adversary: Leaders, Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International
Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can be your answer given it can be read by
you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Lucy Carson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous



books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Knowing the Adversary: Leaders,
Intelligence, and Assessment of Intentions in International Relations (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics).
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