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Micheal Golec: Facts between Pictograms and Photographs in Lester Beall's Rural Electrification Posters,
1937-1941

In analysing Lester Beall's posters for the U.S. government between 1937-1941, Michael Golec demonstrates
the twofold character of factsin art and design appearing even when they are applied to guarantee distinct
messages. Commissioned by the governmental agencies to develop a series of posters to increase the
eectrification of rural farms, Beall introduces pictograms in hisfirst seriesto represent electrification as
"facts of the future." Its simple forms facilitate the travelling of this facts without loss of their integrity. The
same holds true for the use of photographic images for the second campaign of 1939. Following the
revaluation of photography as a means for the documentation of social reality, as represented by the FSA
photographers under the guidance of Roy Stryker, the medium served here as the authentication of facts.
Golec holds, that Beall by reducing the complexity of the photographic images, to create a pictorial integrity
of his posters, even despite of the use of a seemingly documentary medium, reinforces the ambivalent factual
character of the pictures. So, paradoxically by heightening the communicative character of the design and
hence stressing the idea of facts asintegral realities outside of artworks, Beall's posters reveal the ambiguous
character of pictorial facts creating their own specific qualities. Golec concludes, that facts in works of art
and design have atwofold character resulting from their belonging to different spaces, which athough meant
to accomplish and address different facts, inevitably travel, overlap and bleed into each other. Thus oddly
these facts refer or represent reality and simultaneously are a thing made (factum) that present and hold their
own pictorial reality.
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From reader reviews:
Marian Jackson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Matters of Fact: Zeitschrift fiir Asthetik und Allgemeine
Kunstwissenschaft, Heft 60/1 (2015) (German Edition). Try to the actual book Matters of Fact: Zeitschrift
fur Asthetik und Allgemeine Kunstwissenschaft, Heft 60/1 (2015) (German Edition) as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience aswell as
knowledge with this book.

LuisVargas:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has adifferent type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Matters of Fact: Zeitschrift fiir Asthetik und
Allgemeine Kunstwissenschaft, Heft 60/1 (2015) (German Edition) will make you to possibly be smarter.

Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or
reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Terry Palladino:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Matters of
Fact: Zeitschrift fir Asthetik und Allgemeine Kunstwissenschaft, Heft 60/1 (2015) (German Edition) suitable
to you? Typicaly the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Matters of
Fact: Zeitschrift fur Asthetik und Allgemeine Kunstwissenschaft, Heft 60/1 (2015) (German Edition)is one
of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will
give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on
this book.

Betty Serrano:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your



teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Matters of Fact: Zeitschrift fir
Asthetik und Allgemeine K unstwissenschaft, Heft 60/1 (2015) (German Edition).
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