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How is it that in the twentieth century virtually all Americans came to think of themselves as “middle class”?
In this cultural history of real estate brokerage, Jeffrey M. Hornstein argues that the rise of the Realtors as
dealers in both domestic space and the ideology of home ownership provides tremendous insight into this
critical question. At the dawn of the twentieth century, a group of prominent real estate brokers attempted to
transform their occupation into a profession. Drawing on traditional notions of the learned professions, they
developed a new identity—the professional entrepreneur—and a brand name, “Realtor.” The Realtors
worked doggedly to make home ownership a central element of what became known as the “American
dream.” Hornstein analyzes the internal evolution of the occupation, particularly the gender dynamics
culminating in the rise of women brokers to predominance after the Second World War. At the same time, he
examines the ways organized real estate brokers influenced American housing policy throughout the century.

Hornstein draws on trade journals, government documents on housing policy, material from the archives of
the National Association of Realtors and local real estate boards, demographic data, and fictional accounts of
real estate agents. He chronicles the early efforts of real estate brokers to establish their profession by
creating local and national boards, business practices, ethical codes, and educational programs and by
working to influence laws from local zoning ordinances to national housing policy. A rich and original work
of American history, A Nation of Realtors® illuminates class, gender, and business through a look at the
development of a profession and its enormously successful effort to make the owner-occupied, single-family
home a key element of twentieth-century American identity.
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From reader reviews:

David Carson:

Inside other case, little people like to read book A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-
Century American Middle Class (Radical Perspectives). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a book A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of
the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical Perspectives). You can add information and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device.
It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ella McCoy:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-
Century American Middle Class (Radical Perspectives) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Robert Colgan:

The book untitled A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle
Class (Radical Perspectives) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy
means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Donald Oakes:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top record in your reading list is A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the
Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical Perspectives). This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.
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