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Elections and Democracy addresses the contrast between two different views on representative democracy.
According to the first view elections are a mechanism to hold government accountable. In the second view
elections are primarily a means to ensure that citizens' views and interests are properly represented in the
democratic process. The majoritarian and consensus models of democracy are the embodiment in
institutional structures of these two different
views of democracy. In the majoritarian view the single most important function of an election is the
selection of a government. The concentration of power in the hands of an elected majority government
makes it accountable to the people. In consensus models of democracy, or proportional systems, the major
function of elections is to elect the members of parliament who together should be as representative as
possible of the electorate as a whole. The criterion for the democratic quality of the system is how
representative parliament really is. The book explores how far these different views and their embodiment in
institutional structures influence vote choice, political participation and satisfaction with the functioning of
democracy. The volume is based on data from the Comparative Study of
Electoral Systems (CSES), a comparative study across 36 countries. The general conclusion of the book is
that formal political institutions are less relevant for people's attitudes and behavior than often presumed.
Rather than formal political institutions like the electoral system it seems to be
characteristics of the party system like polarization and the clarity of responsibility that really matter.

The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES) is a collaborative program of research among election
study teams from around the world. Participating countries include a common module of survey questions in
their post-election studies. The resulting data are deposited along with voting, demographic, district, and
macro variables. The studies are then merged into a single, free, public dataset for use in comparative study
and cross-level analysis. The set of volumes in this series is based
on these CSES modules, and the volumes address the key theoretical issues and empirical debates in the
study of elections and representative democracy. Some of the volumes will be organized around the
theoretical issues raised by a particular module, while others will be thematic in their focus. Taken
together, these volumes will provide a rigorous and ongoing contribution to understanding the expansion and
consolidation of democracy in the twenty-first century. Series editors: Hans-Dieter Klingemann and Ian
McAllister
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From reader reviews:

Nyla Gomez:

The book Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral
Systems) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make studying a book Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability
(Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a reserve Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability
(Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Christopher Mueller:

The book Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral
Systems) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Elections and Democracy: Representation and
Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems)? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Elections and Democracy: Representation and Accountability (Comparative
Study Of Electoral Systems) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Caroline Edwards:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Elections and Democracy:
Representation and Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems) book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sylvia Alexander:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you



knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Elections and Democracy:
Representation and Accountability (Comparative Study Of Electoral Systems).
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