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Piri Thomas (1928 - 2011) was a writer and poet whose memoir "Down These Mean Streets" became a best-
seller.The book describes his struggle for survival as a Puerto Rican/Cuban born and raised in the barrios of
New York. It has been in print for 45 years. His other works include Savior, Savior Hold My Hand; Seven
Long Times; and Stories from El Barrio. Thomas was involved with drugs, gang warfare and crime. While
spending six years in prison, Thomas reflected on the teachings of his mother and father, and realized that a
person is not born a criminal. Consequently he decided to use his street and prison know-how to reach at-risk
youth, and to help them avoid a life of crime. Thomas was influential in the Nuyorican Movement which
included poets Pedro Pietri, Miguel Algarin, and Giannina Braschi, who wrote of life in New York City
using a mix of English and Spanish. Thomas traveled around the U.S., Central America and Europe, giving
lectures and conducting workshops in colleges and universities. He was the subject of the film "Every Child
is Born a Poet: The Life and Work of Piri Thomas" by Jonathan Robinson.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hanson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Stories from
El Barrio? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Whitney Mallard:

The book Stories from El Barrio gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Stories from El Barrio being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Stories from El Barrio. Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Sharon Garcia:

This book untitled Stories from El Barrio to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Chad Wood:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
Stories from El Barrio we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative
person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt
to change your life with that book Stories from El Barrio. You can more desirable than now.
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