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The Varangian Guards were Viking mercenaries who operated far beyond their native shores as an elite force
within the Byzantine Armies. Descendants from a legendary line of warriors, the Varangian Guard was
formed after a group of Viking mercenaries made a major contribution to the Byzantine Emperor Basil II's
victory over rebel forces in 988 AD. These 5,000 men were then retained as Basil's personal guard and
would provide loyal service to many successive occupants of the imperial throne.

Commonly referred to as 'foreigners' (Etaireia), they were nonetheless absorbed into a new Palatine regiment
under command of an officer termed the Akolouthos, who was either a Norsemen or a Rus (Norsemen
colonizers of Russia). The Varangians wore mixtures of their native clothing and armor together with a
splendid formal Byzantine uniform. But most famously, they always wielded their own traditional battle-
axes; this became a sign that the emperor was on the battlefield in person. This is an insightful look of one of
the legendary guard units of the medieval world, complete with a dazzling array of artwork plates showing
the Varangian Guard in an array of settings from court ceremonies to the battlefield.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Varangian Guard 988-
1453 (Men-at-Arms) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Benson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Varangian Guard 988-1453 (Men-at-Arms), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Bill Dildy:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be The Varangian Guard 988-1453 (Men-at-Arms).

Haley Thacker:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is The Varangian Guard 988-1453 (Men-at-Arms) this book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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