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From the clamshell razors and homemade lye depilatories used in colonial America to the diode lasers and
prescription pharmaceuticals available today, Americans have used a staggering array of tools to remove hair
deemed unsightly, unnatural, or excessive. This is true especially for women and girls; conservative
estimates indicate that 99% of American women have tried hair removal, and at least 85% regularly remove
hair from their faces, armpits, legs, and bikini lines. How and when does hair become a problem—what
makes some growth “excessive”? Who or what separates the necessary from the superfluous?
 
In Plucked, historian Rebecca Herzig addresses these questions about hair removal. She shows how, over
time, dominant American beliefs about visible hair changed: where once elective hair removal was
considered a “mutilation” practiced primarily by “savage” men, by the turn of the twentieth century, hair-free
faces and limbs were expected for women. Visible hair growth—particularly on young, white women—came
to be perceived as a sign of political extremism, sexual deviance, or mental illness. By the turn of the twenty-
first century, more and more Americans were waxing, threading, shaving, or lasering themselves smooth.
Herzig’s extraordinary account also reveals some of the collateral damages of the intensifying pursuit of
hair-free skin. Moving beyond the experiences of particular patients or clients, Herzig describes the
surprising histories of race, science, industry, and medicine behind today's hair-removing tools. Plucked is an
unsettling, gripping, and original tale of the lengths to which Americans will go to remove hair.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Coghlan:

The publication untitled Plucked: A History of Hair Removal (Biopolitics) is the reserve that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Plucked: A History of Hair Removal (Biopolitics) from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.

Daniel Hanson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Plucked: A History of Hair
Removal (Biopolitics) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you may pick Plucked: A History of Hair Removal (Biopolitics) become your own starter.

Eli Benton:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Plucked: A History of Hair Removal (Biopolitics) can
give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Plucked: A History of Hair Removal
(Biopolitics).

Fernando Gallimore:

You will get this Plucked: A History of Hair Removal (Biopolitics) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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