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Race has shaped public education in the Magnolia State, from Reconstruction through the Carter
Administration. For The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980
Charles C. Bolton mines newspaper accounts, interviews, journals, archival records, legal and financial
documents, and other sources to uncover the complex story of one of Mississippi's most significant and
vexing issues.

This history closely examines specific events--the after-math of the Brown v. Board of Education decision,
the 1966 protests and counter-demonstrations in Grenada, and the efforts of particular organizations--and
carefully considers the broader picture.

Despite a "separate but equal" doctrine established in the late nineteenth century, the state's racially divided
school systems quickly developed vast differences in terms of financing, academic resources, teacher
salaries, and quality of education. As one of the nation's poorest states, Mississippi could not afford to
finance one school system adequately, much less two. For much of the twentieth century, whites fought hard
to preserve the dual school system, in which the maintenance of one-race schools became the most important
measure of educational quality. Blacks fought equally hard to end segregated schooling, realizing that their
schools would remain underfunded and understaffed as long as they were not integrated.

Charles C. Bolton is professor and chair of history and co-director of the Center for Oral History and
Cultural Heritage at the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. He is the coauthor of Mississippi:
An Illustrated History and coeditor of The Confessions of Edward Isham: A Poor White Life of the Old
South. Bolton's work has also appeared in the Journal of Southern History, Journal of Mississippi History,
and Mississippi Folklife.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Allen:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important usually. The book The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over School Integration in
Mississippi, 1870-1980 was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over
School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 is not only giving you much more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over School
Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Mary Muncy:

This The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over School
Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 without we understand teach the one who reading through it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over
School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The
Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 having great arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

William Keller:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle
Over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Robert Vargas:

This The Hardest Deal of All: The Battle Over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Hardest
Deal of All: The Battle Over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 can be on the list of great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with



information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Hardest Deal of
All: The Battle Over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.
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