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For readers of Unbroken and Flags of Our Fathers, The Mailbox is a sympathetic portrayal of veterans
and the burdens they carry throughout their lives.

   Vernon Culligan had been dead to the town of Draydon, Virginia, so long that when the crusty Vietnam vet
finally died, only one person noticed. Twelve-year-old Gabe grew up in the foster care system until a social
worker located his Uncle Vernon two years before. When he comes home to discover that his uncle has died
of a heart attack, he's terrifed of going back into the system--so he tells no one. The next day, he discovers a
strange note in his mailbox:
   I HAVE A SECRET. DO NOT BE AFRAID.
   And his uncle's body is gone.
   Thus begins a unique correspondence destined to save the two people that depended on Vernon for
everything. Through flashbacks, we learn about Gabe and Vernon's relationship, and how finding each other
saved them both from lives of suffering. But eventually, Vernon's death will be discovered, and how will
Gabe and the mystery note writer learn to move forward?
   The Mailbox is not a story about death--though it begins with a death. It's also not a story about Vietnam
vets, although the author works with Vietnam veterans and wrote this novel, in part, to illuminate their
sacrifices and suffering. The Mailbox is a story about connections--about how two people in need can save
each other.

Praise for The Mailbox:

Junior Library Guild Selection
A Bank Street College Best Children's Books of the Year
A Librarians' Choices Booklist Selection

“Shafer’s narrative is heartfelt, earnest and moving. . . and conveys the power of memory to help heal
wounds.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Warm and moving, it is an evocative picture of the weblike nature of human existence and the
interconnectedness of seemingly disparate experiences.”—School Library Journal

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Mailbox that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick
The Mailbox become your starter.

Virginia Boone:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Mailbox why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Ebony Thornton:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Mailbox can make you truly feel more interested
to read.

John Casteel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Mailbox.
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