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In this beautifully crafted book, Elizabeth Kendall tells the story of a family, of a passionate attachment
between a mother and a daughter and the sudden tragedy that tears it apart. American Daughter is also a
brilliant portrait of wellborn women's lives in cities and towns in the post-World War II era, as Kendall
evokes how difficult it was to become anything other than an American daughter, which meant being a
dependent woman.  
        
Occupying a coveted place in St. Louis's privileged high society, Henry and Betty Kendall seemed to be the
American dream come true: six children, a sprawling house, a legacy of higher education at Harvard and
Vassar. Yet underneath lay the flawed marriage of an idealistic young woman who made her eldest daughter
her best friend and turned civil rights into her salvation. Elizabeth maintained the family silence as
eccentricities began to appear in her father's behavior, along with whispers of financial difficulties. She
accompanied her mother back to Vassar for a summer program on the home and family, then came into her
own, away from her family, at the haven of a girls' summer camp and at Radcliffe. From the war-torn 1940s,
when young men in uniform, home on leave, went to debutante parties, through the seismic social changes of
the 1960s, Kendall tells the intertwined story of her mother and herself, of their powerful bond and how both
shaped their lives in response to it.
    
Unrelentingly honest, rich with humor and insights into families and women's lives, American Daughter is
both a poignant portrait of American life at the middle of the twentieth century, and a dual coming-of-age
story of a mother and a daughter, united by commitment and love, separated by a fatal accident-and by the
vastly different birthrights of their generations.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

This book untitled American Daughter: Discovering My Mother to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Richard Hennessy:

The particular book American Daughter: Discovering My Mother has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.

James Ames:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
American Daughter: Discovering My Mother your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get before. The American Daughter: Discovering My Mother giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Corey Smith:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping American Daughter:
Discovering My Mother that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you can pick American Daughter: Discovering My Mother become
your personal starter.
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