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The public image of Arabs in America has been radically affected by the ‘war on terror’. But stereotypes of
Arabs, manifested for instance in Orientalist representations of Sheherazade and the Arabian Nights in
Hollywood and American popular culture, have prevailed for much longer. Here Somaya Sabry traces the
powerful effects of racial discourse and nineteenth- and twentieth-century American Orientalism on the
Arab-American experience, setting the stage for a discussion of contemporary Arab-American women’s
responses. She shows how Arab-American women writers and performers confront and subvert racial
stereotypes in this charged context, which is further complicated today by hostility towards Arabs in post-
9/11 America._x000D_
_x000D_
How do Arab-American women writers and performers interrogate central tropes in the current polarized and
historical moment? Sabry suggests that the figure of Sheherazade and the idea of the Arabian Nights, with
their themes of transformation and change, offer a common cultural space for the exploration and
reinterpretation of these stereotypes across the work of contemporary writers and performers-from Diana
Abu-Jaber’s Crescent to Mohja Kahf’s E-Mails from Scheherazad, from Laila Farah’s Living in the Hyphen-
Nation to Maysoon Zayid’s stand-up comedy. Through close readings and critical analyses Sabry reveals
how each of these writers and performers engage in varying ways with Sheherazadian narrative and orality,
and thus forge a location for cultural translation and negotiation-interrogating stereotypes of oppressed
Muslim/Arab women at the same time that they navigate belonging and identity in a hostile/ambivalent
environment. _x000D_
_x000D_
Combining literary, cultural and political analysis, and shedding new light on Arab-American women’s
negotiations of identity, this book will be indispensable for all those interested in the Arab-American world,
American ethnic studies and race, as well as diaspora studies, women’s studies, literature, cultural studies
and performance studies. _x000D_
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Arab-American Women's Writing and Performance:
Orientalism, Race and the Idea of the Arabian Nights (International Library of Cultural Studies). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Arab-
American Women's Writing and Performance: Orientalism, Race and the Idea of the Arabian Nights
(International Library of Cultural Studies). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kimberly Dyson:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Arab-American Women's Writing and
Performance: Orientalism, Race and the Idea of the Arabian Nights (International Library of Cultural
Studies) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Miguel Willis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Arab-American Women's Writing and Performance:
Orientalism, Race and the Idea of the Arabian Nights (International Library of Cultural Studies) as the daily
resource information.

Laurence Terry:

The particular book Arab-American Women's Writing and Performance: Orientalism, Race and the Idea of
the Arabian Nights (International Library of Cultural Studies) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the



point easily after reading this book.
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