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Karl Polanyi (1886–1964) was one of the twentieth century's most original interpreters of the market
economy. His penetrating analysis of globalization's disruptions and the Great Depression's underlying
causes still serves as an effective counterargument to free market fundamentalism. This biography shows
how the major personal and historical events of his life transformed him from a bourgeois radical into a
Christian socialist but also informed his ambivalent stance on social democracy, communism, the New Deal,
and the shifting intellectual scene of postwar America.

The narrative begins with Polanyi's childhood in the Habsburg Empire and his involvement with the Great
War and Hungary's postwar revolution. It connects Polanyi's idealistic radicalism to the political promise and
intellectual ferment of Red Vienna and the horror of fascism. The book revisits Polanyi's oeuvre in English,
German, and Hungarian, includes exhaustive research in five archives, and features interviews with Polanyi's
daughter, students, and colleagues, clarifying the contradictory aspects of the thinker's work. These personal
accounts also shed light on Polanyi's connections to scholars, Christians, atheists, journalists, hot and cold
warriors, and socialists of all stripes. Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left engages with Polanyi's biography as a
reflection and condensation of extraordinary times. It highlights the historical ruptures, tensions, and
upheavals that he sought to capture and comprehend and, in telling his story, engages with the intellectual
and political history of a turbulent epoch.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Steven Bourg:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Delores Villarreal:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can
get many advantages.

David Cormier:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
which.
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