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In this seminal work, Maureen Lux takes issue with the 'biological invasion' theory of the impact of disease
on Plains Aboriginal people. She challenges the view that Aboriginal medicine was helpless to deal with the
diseases brought by European newcomers and that Aboriginal people therefore surrendered their spirituality
to Christianity. Biological invasion, Lux argues, was accompanied by military, cultural, and economic
invasions, which, combined with the loss of the bison herds and forced settlement on reserves, led to
population decline. The diseases killing the Plains people were not contagious epidemics but the grinding
diseases of poverty, malnutrition, and overcrowding.

"Medicine That Walks" provides a grim social history of medicine over the turn of the century. It traces the
relationship between the ill and the well, from the 1880s when Aboriginal people were perceived as a
vanishing race doomed to extinction, to the 1940s when they came to be seen as a disease menace to the
Canadian public. Drawing on archival material, ethnography, archaeology, epidemiology, ethnobotany, and
oral histories, Lux describes how bureaucrats, missionaries, and particularly physicians explained the high
death rates and continued ill health of the Plains people in the quasi-scientific language of racial evolution
that inferred the survival of the fittest. The Plains people's poverty and ill health were seen as both an
inevitable stage in the struggle for 'civilization' and as further evidence that assimilation was the only path to
good health.

The people lived and coped with a cruel set of circumstances, but they survived, in large part because they
consistently demanded a role in their own health and recovery. Painstakingly researched and convincingly
argued, this work will change our understanding of a significant era in western Canadian history.

Winner of the 2001 Clio Award, Prairies Region, presented by the Canadian Historical Association, and the
2002 Jason A. Hannah Medal
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From reader reviews:

Will Cathcart:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Medicine that Walks: Disease, Medicine, and Canadian Plains
Native People, 1880-1940.

Mary Moore:

This book untitled Medicine that Walks: Disease, Medicine, and Canadian Plains Native People, 1880-1940
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this publication from your list.

Paul Quintana:

Medicine that Walks: Disease, Medicine, and Canadian Plains Native People, 1880-1940 can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement
in writing Medicine that Walks: Disease, Medicine, and Canadian Plains Native People, 1880-1940
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial imagining.

Joshua Stpierre:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Medicine that Walks: Disease, Medicine, and
Canadian Plains Native People, 1880-1940 can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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