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The state of Israel was established in 1948 as a Jewish democracy, without a legal separation between
religion and the state. Ever since, the tension between the two has been a central political, social, and moral
issue in Israel, resulting in a cultural conflict between secular Jews and the fundamentalist, ultra-orthodox
Haredi community. What is the nature of this cultural conflict and how is it managed?

In Theocratic Democracy, Nachman Ben-Yehuda examines more than fifty years of media-reported
unconventional and deviant behavior by members of the Haredi community. Ben-Yehuda finds not only that
this behavior has happened increasingly often over the years, but also that its most salient feature is violence-
-a violence not random or precipitated by situational emotional rage, but planned and aimed to achieve
political goals. Using verbal and non-verbal violence in the forms of curses, intimidation, threats, arson,
stone-throwing, beatings, mass violations, and more, Haredi activists try to push Israel toward a more
theocratic society. Driven by a theological notion that all Jews are mutually responsible and accountable to
the Almighty, these activists believe that the sins of the few are paid for by the many. Making Israel a
theocracy will, they believe, reduce the risk of transcendental penalties. Ben-Yehuda shows how the political
structure that accommodates the strong theocratic and secular pressures Israel faces is effectively a theocratic
democracy. Characterized by chronic negotiations, tensions, and accommodations, it is by nature an unstable
structure. However, in his fascinating and lively account, Nachman Ben-Yehuda demonstrates how it allows
citizens with different worldviews to live under one umbrella of a nation-state without tearing the social
fabric apart.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Fletcher:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and
Secular Extremism book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer connected with Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and
Secular Extremism content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking
Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

James Mace:

The knowledge that you get from Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular
Extremism is a more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Theocratic Democracy: The Social
Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this kind of Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of
Religious and Secular Extremism instantly.

Hoyt Adkins:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Theocratic
Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism.

Sergio Terry:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of



activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular
Extremism.
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