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There is a rapidly growing body of literature addressing women and Jewish tradition, much of which seeks to
supplement Jewish texts such as the Talmud and midrash where female voices are generally absent. Biblical
Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook also seeks to influence the tradition by both providing an opening for
women to study the Bible and rabbinic midrash, and by adding women's voices to the body of Jewish
writings in the form of modern midrashim. Naomi Hyman's inspiration to compile this book was informed
by her own reconnection to Judaism as an adult and her subsequent venture into text study. "No matter how
hard I studied those texts, I now understand, I would never find my own voice, my own experience in them
except perhaps vicariously." But she does not advocate abandoning Jewish tradition; rather, she strongly
encourages readers to personalize their relationship with the rabbis and Jewish texts. "Sometimes there are
disagreements, serious ones?but if the connection is strong, you stay with it. You teach one another about the
ways in which you experience the world. You learn to see the world through each other's eyes."

The book opens with an introduction to Bible, midrash, and Jewish study in order to teach basic study skills
and encourage further, independent learning. Individual chapters on several biblical women follow, each
providing three elements: the biblical text pertaining to the woman; the rabbinic midrashim, which comment
or expand on the story or character; and modern midrashim about the same woman, in the form of poems and
stories by some of the most influential, contemporary Jewish women thinkers, including Alicia Ostriker,
Marge Piercy, Judith Plaskow, and Ellen Umansky, among others. In this way, readers can compare the
voices of the rabbis with the voices of today's Jewish women, and refer to the original text to draw their own
conclusions.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Bass:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can
do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook to read.

Robin Almeida:

This Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Biblical Women in the Midrash: A
Sourcebook can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Biblical Women in the Midrash:
A Sourcebook having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Kenneth Leishman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Biblical Women in the Midrash: A
Sourcebook reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Biblical Women in the
Midrash: A Sourcebook as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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