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With air travel a regular part of daily life in North America, we tend to take the infrastructure that makes it
possible for granted. However, the systems, regulations, and technologies of civil aviation are in fact the
product of decades of experimentation and political negotiation, much of it connected to the development of
the airmail as the first commercially sustainable use of airplanes. From the lighted airways of the 1920s
through the radio navigation system in place by the time of World War II, this book explores the
conceptualization and ultimate construction of the initial US airways systems.

The daring exploits of the earliest airmail pilots are well documented, but the underlying story of just how
brick-and-mortar construction, radio research and improvement, chart and map preparation, and other less
glamorous aspects of aviation contributed to the system we have today has been understudied. Flying the
Beam traces the development of aeronautical navigation of the US airmail airways from 1917 to 1941.
Chronologically organized, the book draws on period documents, pilot memoirs, and firsthand investigation
of surviving material remains in the landscape to trace the development of the system. The author shows how
visual cross-country navigation, only possible in good weather, was developed into all-weather “blind
flying.” The daytime techniques of “following railroads and rivers” were supplemented by a series of lighted
beacons (later replaced by radio towers) crisscrossing the country to allow nighttime transit of long-distance
routes, such as the one between New York and San Francisco.

Although today’s airway system extends far beyond the continental US and is based on digital technologies,
the way pilots navigate from place to place basically uses the same infrastructure and procedures that were
pioneered almost a century earlier. While navigational electronics have changed greatly over the years,
actually “flying the beam” has changed very little.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

David Shields:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer involving Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941 content
conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail
Airways, 1917-1941 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Robbie Lewis:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the book untitled Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-
1941 can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Janet Thaxton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Flying the Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail
Airways, 1917-1941 can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Flying the
Beam: Navigating the Early US Airmail Airways, 1917-1941.
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