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The inspiring and revelatory autobiography of the defense secretary and CIA director who led the
intelligence war that killed Bin Laden, among many important roles in a legendary career

It could be said that Leon Panetta has had two of the most consequential careers of any American public
servant in the past fifty years. His first career, beginning as an army intelligence officer and including a
distinguished run as one of Congress's most powerful and respected members, lasted thirty-five years and
culminated in his transformational role as Clinton's budget czar and White House chief of staff. He then
"retired" to establish the Panetta Institute with his wife of fifty years, Sylvia; to serve on the Iraq Study
Group; and to protect his beloved California coastline. But in 2009, he accepted what many said was a
thankless task: returning to public office as the director of the CIA, taking it from a state of turmoil after the
Bush-era torture debates and moving it back to the vital center of America's war against Al Qaeda, including
the campaign that led to the killing of Osama bin Laden. And then, in the wake of bin Laden's death, Panetta
became the U.S. secretary of defense, inheriting two troubled wars in a time of austerity and painful choices.

Like his career, Worthy Fights is a reflection of Panetta's values. It is imbued with the frank, grounded, and
often quite funny spirit of a man who never lost touch with where he came from: his family's walnut farm in
beautiful Carmel Valley, California. It is also a testament to a lost kind of political leadership, which favors
progress and duty to country over partisanship. Panetta is a Democrat who pushed for balanced budgets
while also expanding care for the elderly and sick; a devout Catholic who opposes the death penalty but had
to weigh every drone strike from 2009 through 2011. Throughout his career, Panetta's polestar has been his
belief that a public servant's real choice is between leadership or crisis. Troubles always come about through
no fault of one's own, but most can be prevented with courage and foresight.

As always, Panetta calls them as he sees them in Worthy Fights. Suffused with its author's decency and
stubborn common sense, the book is an epic American success story, a great political memoir, and a
revelatory view onto many of the great figures and events of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

The book Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a publication Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in
War and Peace. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So
, how do you think about this book?

Fred Swett:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Worthy Fights: A Memoir of
Leadership in War and Peace book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Cora Blanchette:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Worthy Fights: A Memoir
of Leadership in War and Peace is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Angela Strange:

This Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace are reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace
can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed you with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Worthy
Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.
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