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A New Yorker writer investigates the life and career of his hit-man great-uncle and the impact on his family.

Growing up in a household as generic as Midwestern Jews get, author Eric Konigsberg always wished there
was something different about his family, something exotic and mysterious, even shocking. When he was
sent off to boarding school, he learned from an ex-cop security guard that there was: His great-uncle Harold,
in prison in upstate New York, was a legendary Mafia enforcer, suspected by the FBI of upwards of twenty
murders.

Konigsberg had uncovered a shameful, long-hidden family secret. His grandfather, a Jewish Horatio Alger
story who had become a respected merchant through honesty and hard work, never spoke of his baby
brother. When other relatives could be coaxed into talking about him, he wasn't "Kayo" Konigsberg, the
"smartest hit man" and "toughest Jew" described by cops and associates; he was Uncle Heshy, the loudmouth
nogoodnik and smalltime con, long since written off as dead. Intrigued, Konigsberg ignored his family's
protests and arranged a meeting, which inspired the acclaimed New Yorker piece this book is based on.

In Blood Relation, Konigsberg portrays Harold as a fascinating, paradoxical character: both brutal and
winning, a cold-blooded killer and a larger-than-life charmer who taught himself to read as an adult and
served as his own lawyer in two major trials, to riotous effect. Functioning by turns as Kayo's pursuer,
jailhouse scribe, pawn, and antagonist, Konigsberg traces his great-uncle's checkered and outlandish life and
investigates his impact on his family and others who crossed his path, weaving together strands of family,
Jewish identity, justice, and post-war American history.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Blood Relation is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Sandra Castillo:

Often the book Blood Relation has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Richard Osteen:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Blood Relation that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
could pick Blood Relation become your starter.

Lillian Thrasher:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book Blood Relation we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To
get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life at this book Blood Relation. You can more pleasing than now.
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