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Ever since Fidel Castro assumed power in Cuba in 1959, Americans have obsessed about the nation ninety
miles south of the Florida Keys. America's fixation on the tropical socialist republic has only grown over the
years, fueled in part by successive waves of Cuban immigration and Castro's larger-than-life persona.
Cubans are now a major ethnic group in Florida, and the exile community is so powerful that every
American president has curried favor with it. But what do most Americans really know about Cuba itself?

In this second edition of the widely hailed Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know?, Julia Sweig updates her
concise and remarkably accessible portrait of the small island nation--and now includes material from her
2010 interview with Fidel Castro. The new edition covers the key events of the last few years: Raul Castro's
assumption of power from his brother Fidel, economic and political reforms since Raul came to power, and
the changes in US-Cuba relations following the election of Barack Obama. Expansive in coverage and
authoritative in scope, the book looks back over Cuba's history since the Spanish American War before
shifting to recent times. Focusing equally on Cuba's role in world affairs and its own social and political
transformations, Sweig divides the book chronologically into the pre-Fidel era, the period between the 1959
revolution and the fall of the Soviet Union, the post-Cold War era, and -- finally -- the post-Fidel era.

Informative, pithy, and lucidly written, it is the best compact reference on Cuba's internal politics, its often
fraught relationship with the United States, and its shifting relationship with the global community.

What Everyone Needs to Know? is a registered trademark of Oxford University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

This book untitled Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know?, Second Edition to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Stephen Rael:

Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know?, Second Edition can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Cuba: What
Everyone Needs to Know?, Second Edition however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Richard Broderick:

This Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know?, Second Edition is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know?, Second Edition in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt which?

Elvia Ecklund:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know?, Second Edition can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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