
Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma
Theosophists & American Culture

W. Michael Ashcraft

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=157233200X
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=157233200X
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=157233200X


Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma Theosophists &
American Culture

W. Michael Ashcraft

Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma Theosophists & American Culture W. Michael Ashcraft
At the end of the nineteenth century, a group of Americans who embraced the Theosophical religious
movement founded a new community at Point Loma, an isolated promontory on the Pacific Ocean.
Anticipating the “dawn  of a new cycle” based upon their interpretation of past ages, these idealists shared a
dedication to truth and morality and sought to translate their spiritual beliefs into a new way of living.

This book seeks to reconstruct life at the utopian community at Point Loma from 1898 to 1929, the years it
was under the direction of its founder, Katherine Tingley. In considering a group that identified with
Victorian American culture and its anxieties while adhering to an occult worldview that most of their
contemporaries found strange, if not dangerous, the book explains why these middle-class Americans found
Theosophy so persuasive and why they left family and friends behind to take up residence at this California
settlement.

Point Loma was in many ways a microcosm in which certain issues and ideas of the Progressive era were
played out; yet W. Michael Ashcraft demonstrates that the members of this community were Victorian rather
than Progressive in their outlook and practices. By analyzing aspects of community life—childrearing and
education, gender roles, ideas about American patriotism and nationalism—Ashcraft shows that on such
issues the Point Loma residents leaned more toward nineteenth-century attitudes than toward the ideas that
were already beginning to shape modern middle-class thinking.

Based not only on Theosophical Society archives but also on interviews with surviving members of the
community and their relatives, The Dawn of the New Cycle applies recent scholarship in the social sciences
to offer a fresh perspective on the Point Loma experiment and to enhance our understanding of New
Religious Movements and communalism.

The Author: W. Michael Ashcraft is associate professor of religion at Truman State University in Kirksville,
Missouri.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Anderson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would like do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma
Theosophists & American Culture. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Emma Lavigne:

The publication untitled Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma Theosophists & American Culture is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma
Theosophists & American Culture from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Donald Labelle:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma Theosophists & American Culture the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma Theosophists & American
Culture giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Alfred Leahy:

Beside this particular Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma Theosophists & American Culture in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Dawn Of The New Cycle: Point Loma Theosophists &
American Culture because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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