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RUBA’IYAT OF ABU SA’ID Translation & Introduction by Paul Smith Abu Sa’id ibn Abi ‘l-Khair (968-
1049) was a Perfect Master and a poet who lived in Nishapur and composed only ruba’is, over 400 of them.
He was a founder of Sufi poetry and a major influence on the ruba’i and most poets that followed, especially
Sana’i, Nizami, ‘Attar, Rumi and Hafiz. Here are 188 of his poems translated into the correct form. Included
in the Introduction are the life of Abu Sa’id and a history of the ruba’i and examples by its greatest
exponents. Selected Bibliography. The correct rhyme-structure is kept as well as the beauty and meaning of
these immortal four-line poems. 232 pages. COMMENTS ON PAUL SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF
HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of
paramount importance. I am astonished. If he comes to Iran I will kiss the fingertips that wrote such a
masterpiece inspired by the Creator of all.” Dr. Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran. “Superb
translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator of many mystical works in
English into Persian and knower of Hafiz’s Divan off by heart. “I was very impressed with the beauty of
these books.” Dr. R.K. Barz. Faculty of Asian Studies, Australian National University. “Smith has probably
put together the greatest collection of literary facts and history concerning Hafiz.” Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin
Books author of poems inspired by Hafiz). Paul Smith is a poet, author and translator of over 80 books of
Sufi poets of the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages… including Hafiz, Sadi,
Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Nesimi,
Baba Farid, Lalla Ded, Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre, Bulleh Shah, Mahsati and many others, as well as
poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and screenplays.
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From reader reviews:

Kellie Smith:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Ruba'iyat of Abu Sa'id?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles Collier:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Ruba'iyat of Abu Sa'id can be good book to read. May be
it could be best activity to you.

Rosemary Perez:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Ruba'iyat of Abu Sa'id is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Leroy Moore:

Beside that Ruba'iyat of Abu Sa'id in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Ruba'iyat of Abu Sa'id because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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