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From the untimely demise of the 52-year-old Peter the Great in 1725 to nearly the end of that century, the
fate of the Russian empire would rest largely in the hands of five tsarinas. This book tells their stories. Peter's
widow Catherine I (1725-27), an orphan and former laundress, would gain control of the ancestral throne, a
victorious army, and formidable navy in a country that stretched from the Baltic Sea to the Pacific Ocean.
Next, Anna Ioannovna (1730-40), chosen by conniving ministers who sought an ineffectual puppet, would
instead tear up the document that would have changed the course of Russian history forever only to rule
Russia as her private fiefdom and hunting estate. The ill-fated Anna Leopoldovna (1740-41), groomed for
the throne by her namesake aunt, would be Regent for her young son only briefly before a coup by her aunt
Elizabeth would condemn Anna's family to a life of imprisonment, desolation, and death in obscurity. The
beautiful and shrewd Elizabeth (1741-61) would seize her father Peter's throne, but, obsessed with her own
fading beauty, she would squander resources in a relentless effort to stay young and keep her rivals at bay.
Finally, Catherine the Great (1762-96) would overthrow (and later order the murder of) her own husband and
rightful heir. Astute and intelligent, Catherine had a talent for making people like her, winning them to her
cause; however, the era of her rule would be a time of tumultuous change for both Europe and her beloved
Russia.

In this vivid, quick-paced account, Anisimov goes beyond simply laying out the facts of each empress's
reign, to draw realistic psychological portraits and to consider the larger fate of women in politics. Together,
these five portraits represent a history of 18th-century court life and international affairs. Anisimov's tone is
commanding, authoritative, but also convivial?inviting the reader to share the captivating secrets that his
efforts have uncovered.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Griffith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Five Empresses: Court Life in Eighteenth-Century Russia. Try to
face the book Five Empresses: Court Life in Eighteenth-Century Russia as your friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Sheilah Harvey:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be study. Five Empresses: Court Life in Eighteenth-Century Russia can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Francis King:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Five Empresses: Court Life in
Eighteenth-Century Russia can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Heather Delph:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Five Empresses: Court Life
in Eighteenth-Century Russia.
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