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"Arguably the most distinctive feature of the early Christian literature," writes Bart Ehrman, "is the degree to
which it was forged." The Homilies and Recognitions of Clement; Paul's letters to and from Seneca; Gospels
by Peter, Thomas, and Philip; Jesus' correspondence with Abgar, letters by Peter and Paul in the New
Testament--all forgeries. To cite just a few examples.

Forgery and Counterforgery is the first comprehensive study of early Christian pseudepigrapha ever
produced in English. In it, Ehrman argues that ancient critics--pagan, Jewish, and Christian--understood false
authorial claims to be a form of literary deceit, and thus forgeries. Ehrman considers the extent of the
phenomenon, the "intention" and motivations of ancient Greek, Roman, and Jewish forgers, and reactions to
their work once detected. He also assesses the criteria ancient critics applied to expose forgeries and the
techniques forgers used to avoid detection. With the wider practices of the ancient world as backdrop,
Ehrman then focuses on early Christian polemics, as various Christian authors forged documents in order to
lend their ideas a veneer of authority in literary battles waged with pagans, Jews, and, most importantly, with
one another in internecine disputes over doctrine and practice. In some instances a forger directed his work
against views found in another forgery, creating thereby a "counter-forgery." Ehrman's evaluation of
polemical forgeries starts with those of the New Testament (nearly half of whose books make a false
authorial claim) up through the Pseudo-Ignatian epistles and the Apostolic Constitutions at the end of the
fourth century.

Shining light on an important but overlooked feature of the early Christian world, Forgery and
Counterforgery explores the possible motivations of the deceivers who produced these writings, situating
their practice within ancient Christian discourses on lying and deceit.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Frey:

Typically the book Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early Christian Polemics will
bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Forgery and
Counterforgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early Christian Polemics is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Bill Dildy:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early
Christian Polemics why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mary Infante:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early Christian Polemics will give you
a new experience in examining a book.

Lisa Sullivan:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of Literary
Deceit in Early Christian Polemics can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early Christian Polemics.
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