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How should democracies balance the hopes and constraints of their societies with the architecture of their
constitutions and institutions to secure freedom, promote citizenship, and foster prosperity? In The
Construction of Democracy, leading scholars from seven different countries?and key decision makers from
eight?come together to analyze the dimensions of democratic design and draw not only practical but feasible
recommendations.

Here citizens, politicians, and government officials offer valuable insight into the craft of politics with real
examples of success and failures from some of the leading policy makers of our time?including the president
of Portugal, former presidents of Brazil and Colombia, and a former prime minister of India. Drawing on the
work of the Club of Madrid's Conference on Democratic Transition and Consolidation, the contributors
discuss building and sustaining a contemporary democratic state, strengthening pluralism and public
participation, designing effective constitutions, confronting economic challenges for new democracies, and
controlling corruption.

In a rare instance where the expertise of practical-minded scholars is melded with the experience of
thoughtful policy makers, this volume offers much-needed insight to others seeking sensible and effective
solutions.

Contributors: Carlos Blanco, minister for the reform of the state, Venezuela; Fernando Henrique Cardoso,
former president of Brazil; Aníbal Cavaco Silva, president of Portugal; Antônio Octávio Cintra, the Research
Service of the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies; Rut Diamint, Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, Buenos Aires;
Jorge I. Domínguez, Harvard University; Grzegorz Ekiert, Harvard University; César Gaviria, former
president of Colombia; Anna Grzymala-Busse, University of Michigan; Inder Kumar Gujral, former prime
minister of India; Anthony Jones, the Gorbachev Foundation of North America; Marcelo Barroso Lacombe,
the Research Service of the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies; José Luis Méndez, El Colegio de México;
Andrew Richards, Instituto Juan March of the Centro de Estudios Avanzados de Ciencias Sociales, Madrid;
Susan Rose-Ackerman, Yale University; Richard Simeon, University of Toronto; Luc Turgeon, University of
Toronto.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Lowe:

This book untitled The Construction of Democracy: Lessons from Practice and Research (Democratic
Transition and Consolidation) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this book from your list.

Norma Wilson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Construction of Democracy:
Lessons from Practice and Research (Democratic Transition and Consolidation), you could enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Angeline Allison:

The Construction of Democracy: Lessons from Practice and Research (Democratic Transition and
Consolidation) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Construction of Democracy: Lessons from Practice and Research
(Democratic Transition and Consolidation) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Daniel Caudle:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Construction of Democracy: Lessons from Practice and
Research (Democratic Transition and Consolidation) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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