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It is not the courage to go back up that we need. It's the courage to go down. Just to go on … ' In 1977 a
British expedition led by Himalayan veteran Geoff Strickland, summiteer of K2 and Everest among others,
set off to attempt the first ascent of unclimbed Puthemojar - the 'Mantis' - in the Karakoram. 25,311 feet
high, renowned for its difficulty, and with a fearsome reputation, the Mantis had claimed the life of at least
one climber on each of the previous expeditions that had attempted to scale its complex series of ridges and
icefalls. In order to claim the coveted first ascent, Strickland put together a small team comprising the cream
of British mountaineering talent: his long-time Himalayan climbing partner and photographer Michael
Blackmore; the redoubtable northerner Joe Dodge, as tough as they come; Dodge's regular partner and
another veteran of numerous Himalayan expeditions Doug Lowrie; and two young guns - Brit Alan Wyllie,
and Kiwi Peter Chase, a pair who had been tearing up the Alpine rule book with daring ascents on the
steepest and most difficult faces. Although Michael Blackmore's 1980 record of the climb - The Last
Challenge - has become a classic of mountaineering literature, Blackmore himself was never satisfied it told
the full story of the events on Puthemojar in 1977. Before his death in 2000, Blackmore had prepared a draft
manuscript - a 'creative narrative' - of the expedition which, with thanks to Blackmore's widow, has now
been completed by award-winning author and mountaineer Philip Temple. While perhaps best regarded as a
work of fiction, The Mantis tells for the first time the gripping story of that 1977 British expedition to
Puthemojar. It is a portrait of these men, their drive, this mountain and a credible testimony of just what went
on, high on the Mantis.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Stiger:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Mantis: A mountaineering novel, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Anna Brooks:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Mantis: A mountaineering novel your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to.
The The Mantis: A mountaineering novel giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Nancy Jackson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Mantis: A mountaineering novel
or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes The Mantis: A mountaineering novel to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Michael Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Mantis: A



mountaineering novel.
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