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In 1896, an illiterate, fifteen-year-old Afro-Cuban field hand joined the rebel army fighting for Cuba's
independence. Though poor and uneducated, Ricardo Batrell believed in the promise of Cuba Libre, the
vision of a democratic and egalitarian nation that inspired the Cuban War of Independence. After the war
ended in 1898, Batrell taught himself to read and write and published a memoir of his wartime experiences,
Para la Historia. Originally published in 1912-the same year in which the Cuban government massacred
more than 5,000 Afro-Cubans-this work of both protest and patriotism is the only autobiographical account
of the war written by an Afro-Cuban soldier.

After the war, Batrell became dismayed by the Cuban Republic's rapid retreat from the revolution's
democratic ideals. Government corruption, racial discrimination, and the systematic exclusion of black
veterans from public service had helped to reassert the racial hierarchy of colonial Cuba. With his memoir,
Batrell hoped to remind Cubans about the participation of Afro-Cubans in the war (as much as 80 percent of
the Cuban Liberation Army may have been Afro-Cuban) and to protest their subjugation in its aftermath.

Now available for the first time in English, Batrell's powerful memoir provides profound insights into the
role of race in the nation's history. Deftly rendering Batrell's forceful and energetic prose into English, Mark
A. Sanders also puts forth a critical introduction that contextualizes Batrell's perspective within Cuba's
colonial history and its racial politics.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Williams:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo Batrell
and the Cuban War of Independence is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Anthony Green:

Exactly why? Because this A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo Batrell and the Cuban War of
Independence is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you
I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Melody Grissom:

This A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo Batrell and the Cuban War of Independence is great
guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo Batrell and the Cuban War of
Independence in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So
, this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Joyce Washington:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their pastime. They
just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading very
seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways



to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo Batrell and the
Cuban War of Independence can make you feel more interested to read.
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