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Symposium of the Whole traces a discourse on poetry and culture that has profoundly influenced the art of
our time, with precedents going back two centuries and more. Beginning with a reassertion of the complexity
of poetry among peoples long labeled “primitive” and “savage,” many recent poets have sought to base a
new poetics over the fullest range of human cultures. The attempt to define an ethnopoetics has been
significantly connected with the most experimental and future-directed side of Romantic and modern poetry,
both in the Western world and, increasingly, outside it. As a visionary poetics and as a politics, this complex
redefinition of cultural and intellectual values has involved a rarely acknowledged collaboration between
poets and scholars, who together have challenged the narrow view of literature that has excluded so many
traditions.

In this gathering, the Rothenbergs follow the idea of an ethnopoetics from predecessors such as Vico, Blake,
Thoreau, and Tzara to more recent essays and manifestos by poets and social thinkers such as Olson, Eliade,
Snyder, Turner, and Baraka. The themes range widely, from the divergence of oral and written cultures to the
shaman as proto-poet and the reemergence of suppressed and rejected forms and images: the goddess, the
trickster, and the “human universe.” The book’s three ethnographic sections demonstrate how various
poetries are structured and composed, how they reflect meaning and worldview, and how they are performed
in cultures where all art may be thought of as art-in-motion.

Among the poetries discussed are the language of magic; West African drum language and poetry; the
Huichol Indian language of reversals; chance operations in African divination poetry; picture-writings and
action-writings from Australia and Africa; and American Indian sacred-clown dramas and traditional
trickster narratives. The cumulative effect is a new reading of the poetic past and present—in the editors’
words, “a changed paradigm of what poetry was or now could come to be.”
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From reader reviews:

Renee Wood:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse
Toward an Ethnopoetics. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important some sort of book Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse Toward an
Ethnopoetics. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open
a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Rana Jensen:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse Toward an
Ethnopoetics book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse
Toward an Ethnopoetics content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now
thinking Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse Toward an Ethnopoetics is not loveable to be your
top record reading book?

Marcela Beach:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Symposium of the Whole: A
Range of Discourse Toward an Ethnopoetics is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kathy Davis:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
the book Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse Toward an Ethnopoetics we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this



time book Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse Toward an Ethnopoetics. You can more
attractive than now.
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