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From a culture too often forgotten, overlooked or even oppressed; here are more than 30 tales, representing
all regions of Kurdistan and the four main Kurdish dialects-from the Kurdish Cinderella story and animal
stories to stories based on legendary figures (e.g., Rustemé Zal-the Kurdish Hercules)-organized by theme
and type. Most of these stories have been collected from contemporary Kurdish storytellers, with others
translated and adapted from transcripts of oral tellings and small tale collections in the Kurdish dialect.
Background information on the people, their history, their land, and their customs is provided, along with
color photos, maps, a glossary, and sample recipes, crafts, and games. All levels.

The largest ethnic group without their own nation-state, there are an estimated 30-40 million Kurds living
throughout the world today. The majority live in Kurdistan, a region stretching over parts of Iraq, Iran,
Turkey and Syria. As a minority in these countries, the Kurds have struggled for independence throughout
history and into recent times and have often been oppressed, persecuted and deported from their land. The
purpose of this volume is to introduce readers to the Kurdish people, their cultural traditions and their stories.
This unique collection, the first of its kind in English, features tales collected first-hand by the author during
several years of travel to the Kurdish region of Turkey. A Fire In My Heart serves as a reference and
program resource for educators and librarians, introducing students and the public to this ancient culture. The
book is especially suited to those working with Middle Eastern children and their families in the US and
abroad. From the Kurdish Cinderella story, Fatima, and humorous animal tales to stories based on legendary
figures, for example the Herculean Rustemé Zal, these thirty-three tales from the varied regions of Kurdistan
and the four major dialects are a wonderful resource for storytellers, folklorists and scholars. After seven
years recording Kurdish tellers and traveling to remote mountain villages the author provides a valuable
collection of previously unpublished tales, traditional recipes and games. The book is augmented by stories
translated and adapted from small tale collections in Kurdish, as well as rare color photos from Iraqi-
Kurdistan in 1955 and recent photos of village life. Background information on the Kurdish people, their
history, land and customs is provided. All levels.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales
(World Folklore) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Edna Spalding:

This book untitled A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales (World Folklore) to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Manuel Arndt:

Typically the book A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales (World Folklore) has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after scanning this book.

Brenda Luna:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its
handle may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales
(World Folklore) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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