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An extraordinary literary event: Daniel Mendelsohn’s acclaimed two-volume translation of the complete
poems of C. P. Cavafy—including the first English translation of the poet’s final Unfinished Poems—now
published in one handsome edition and featuring the fullest literary commentaries available in English, by
the renowned critic, scholar, and international best-selling author of The Lost.
No modern poet so vividly brought to life the history and culture of Mediterranean antiquity; no writer dared
break, with such taut energy, the early-twentieth-century taboos surrounding homoerotic desire; no poet
before or since has so gracefully melded elegy and irony as the Alexandrian Greek poet Constantine Cavafy
(1863–1933). Whether advising Odysseus on his return to Ithaca or confronting the poet with the ghosts of
his youth, these verses brilliantly make the historical personal—and vice versa. To his profound exploration
of longing and loneliness, fate and loss, memory and identity, Cavafy brings the historian’s assessing eye
along with the poet’s compassionate heart.
After more than a decade of work and study, Mendelsohn—a classicist who alone among Cavafy’s
translators shares the poet’s deep intimacy with the ancient world—gives readers full access to the genius of
Cavafy’s verse: the sensuous rhymes, rich assonances, and strong rhythms of the original Greek that have
eluded previous translators. Complete with the Unfinished Poems that Cavafy left in drafts when he died—a
remarkable, hitherto unknown discovery that remained in the Cavafy Archive in Athens for decades—and
with an in-depth introduction and a helpful commentary that situates each work in a rich historical, literary,
and biographical context, this revelatory translation is a cause for celebration: the definitive presentation of
Cavafy in English.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

The book Complete Poems can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Complete Poems? A few of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Complete Poems has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Fanny Rutledge:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a e-book. The book Complete Poems it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price
is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

George Miller:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. Complete Poems can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time
problems.

Leonie Blazek:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Complete Poems which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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