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In Myths of Modernity, Elizabeth Dore rethinks Nicaragua’s transition to capitalism. Arguing against the idea
that the country’s capitalist transformation was ushered in by the coffee boom that extended from 1870 to
1930, she maintains that coffee growing gave rise to systems of landowning and labor exploitation that
impeded rather than promoted capitalist development. Dore places gender at the forefront of her analysis,
which demonstrates that patriarchy was the organizing principle of the coffee economy’s debt-peonage
system until the 1950s. She examines the gendered dynamics of daily life in Diriomo, a township in
Nicaragua’s Granada region, tracing the history of the town’s Indian community from its inception in the
colonial era to its demise in the early twentieth century.

Dore seamlessly combines archival research, oral history, and an innovative theoretical approach that unites
political economy with social history. She recovers the bygone voices of peons, planters, and local officials
within documents such as labor contracts, court records, and official correspondence. She juxtaposes these
historical perspectives with those of contemporary peasants, landowners, activists, and politicians who share
memories passed down to the present. The reconceptualization of the coffee economy that Dore elaborates
has far-reaching implications. The Sandinistas mistakenly believed, she contends, that Nicaraguan capitalism
was mature and ripe for socialist revolution, and after their victory in 1979 that belief led them to alienate
many peasants by ignoring their demands for land. Thus, the Sandinistas’ myths of modernity contributed to
their downfall.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oropeza:

The book Myths of Modernity: Peonage and Patriarchy in Nicaragua gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Myths of Modernity: Peonage and Patriarchy in Nicaragua to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open and read a book Myths of Modernity: Peonage and Patriarchy in
Nicaragua. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Rodney Sierra:

The ability that you get from Myths of Modernity: Peonage and Patriarchy in Nicaragua will be the more
deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Myths of Modernity: Peonage and Patriarchy in
Nicaragua giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Myths of Modernity:
Peonage and Patriarchy in Nicaragua instantly.

David Burch:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. Myths of Modernity: Peonage and Patriarchy in Nicaragua can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Lynn Bailey:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Myths of Modernity: Peonage and Patriarchy in Nicaragua we can consider more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Myths of
Modernity: Peonage and Patriarchy in Nicaragua. You can more desirable than now.
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