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This superb documentary collection illuminates the history of witchcraft and witch-hunting in seventeenth-
century New England. The cases examined begin in 1638, extend to the Salem outbreak in 1692, and
document for the first time the extensive Stamford-Fairfield, Connecticut, witch-hunt of 1692–1693. Here
one encounters witch-hunts through the eyes of those who participated in them: the accusers, the victims, the
judges. The original texts tell in vivid detail a multi-dimensional story that conveys not only the process of
witch-hunting but also the complexity of culture and society in early America. The documents capture deep-
rooted attitudes and expectations and reveal the tensions, anger, envy, and misfortune that underlay
communal life and family relationships within New England’s small towns and villages.

Primary sources include court depositions as well as excerpts from the diaries and letters of contemporaries.
They cover trials for witchcraft, reports of diabolical possessions, suits of defamation, and reports of
preternatural events. Each section is preceded by headnotes that describe the case and its background and
refer the reader to important secondary interpretations. In his incisive introduction, David D. Hall addresses a
wide range of important issues: witchcraft lore, antagonistic social relationships, the vulnerability of women,
religious ideologies, popular and learned understandings of witchcraft and the devil, and the role of the legal
system. This volume is an extraordinarily significant resource for the study of gender, village politics,
religion, and popular culture in seventeenth-century New England.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Honig:

This Witch-Hunting in Seventeenth-Century New England: A Documentary History 1638–1693, Second
Edition
tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Witch-Hunting in Seventeenth-Century New England: A Documentary History 1638–1693, Second Edition
can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside
that this Witch-Hunting in Seventeenth-Century New England: A Documentary History 1638–1693, Second
Edition
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Lorenza Jones:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Witch-Hunting in
Seventeenth-Century New England: A Documentary History 1638–1693, Second Edition
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
Witch-Hunting in Seventeenth-Century New England: A Documentary History 1638–1693, Second Edition
become your starter.

Ella Carlson:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Witch-Hunting in Seventeenth-Century New
England: A Documentary History 1638–1693, Second Edition
. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Josephine Weeks:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but



additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book Witch-Hunting in Seventeenth-Century New England: A Documentary History
1638–1693, Second Edition
we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read
a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with that book Witch-Hunting in Seventeenth-Century New England: A Documentary History 1638–1693,
Second Edition
. You can more desirable than now.
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