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Two early twentieth-century operas -- Debussy's Pelleas et Melisande (1902) and Bartok's Duke Bluebeard's
Castle (1911) -- transformed the traditional major/minor scale system into a new musical language. This new
language was based almost exclusively on interactions between folk modalities and their more abstract
symmetrical transformations. Elliott Antokoletz reveals not only the new musical language of these operas,
but also the way in which they share a profound correspondence with the growing symbolist literary
movement as reflected in their libretti. In the symbolist literary movement, authors reacted to the realism of
nineteenth-century theatre by conveying meaning by suggestion, rather than direct statement. The symbolist
conception included a new interest in psychological motivation and consciousness manifested itself in
metaphor, ambiguity, and symbol.
In this groundbreaking study, Antokoletz links the new musical language of these two operas with this
symbolist conception and reveals a direct connection between the Debussy and Bartok operas. He shows
how the opposing harmonic extremes serve as a basis for the dramatic polarity between real-life beings and
symbols of fate. He also explores how the libretti by Franco-Belgian poet Maurice Maeterlinck (Pelleas et
Melisande) and his Hungarian disciple Bela Balazs (Duke Bluebeard's Castle) transform the internal concept
of subconscious motivation into an external one, one in which fate controls human emotions and actions.
Using a pioneering approach to theoretical analysis, Antokoletz, explores the new musico-dramatic relations
within their larger historical, social psychological, philosophical, and aesthetic contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Leiva:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Musical Symbolism in the Operas of Debussy and Bartok: Trauma, Gender,
and the Unfolding of the Unconscious. Try to face the book Musical Symbolism in the Operas of Debussy
and Bartok: Trauma, Gender, and the Unfolding of the Unconscious as your close friend. It means that it can
to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Mohammed Thomas:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Musical
Symbolism in the Operas of Debussy and Bartok: Trauma, Gender, and the Unfolding of the Unconscious
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Alysa Appel:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Musical Symbolism in the Operas of Debussy and
Bartok: Trauma, Gender, and the Unfolding of the Unconscious as well as others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Musical Symbolism in the
Operas of Debussy and Bartok: Trauma, Gender, and the Unfolding of the Unconscious to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jane Kim:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your



book? Or just searching for the Musical Symbolism in the Operas of Debussy and Bartok: Trauma, Gender,
and the Unfolding of the Unconscious when you required it?
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