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The laws that governed the institution of slavery in early Texas were enacted over a fifty-year period in
which Texas moved through incarnations as a Spanish colony, a Mexican state, an independent republic, a
part of the United States, and a Confederate state. This unusual legal heritage sets Texas apart from the other
slave-holding states and provides a unique opportunity to examine how slave laws were enacted and upheld
as political and legal structures changed. The Laws of Slavery in Texas makes that examination possible by
combining seminal historical essays with excerpts from key legal documents from the slave period and tying
them together with interpretive commentary by the foremost scholar on the subject, Randolph B. Campbell.

Campbell's commentary focuses on an aspect of slave law that was particularly evident in the evolving legal
system of early Texas: the dilemma that arose when human beings were treated as property. As Campbell
points out, defining slaves as moveable property, or chattel, presented a serious difficulty to those who wrote
and interpreted the law because, unlike any other form of property, slaves were sentient beings. They were
held responsible for their crimes, and in numerous other ways statute and case law dealing with slavery
recognized the humanness of the enslaved. Attempts to protect the property rights of slave owners led to
increasingly restrictive laws—including laws concerning free blacks—that were difficult to uphold. The
documents in this collection reveal both the roots of the dilemma and its inevitable outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas
Legal Studies). Try to make book The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas
Legal Studies) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Rose Slagle:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents
and Essays (Texas Legal Studies). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important a new book The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and
Essays (Texas Legal Studies). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Eleanor Sotomayor:

This The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas Legal Studies) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. That The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays
(Texas Legal Studies) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't be worry The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas
Legal Studies) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical
Documents and Essays (Texas Legal Studies) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Josette Leonard:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media



social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas Legal Studies) when
you needed it?
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