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A fascinating journey through 100 years of Chinese history, beginning with the historic Treaty of Nanking
and ending with Mao Tse-tung's creation of the Chinese People's Republic, by the acclaimed New Yorker
correspondent who lived in China from 1935 to 1941.

For centuries China's code of behavior was incomprehensible to Westerners, whom the Chinese viewed as
irredeemable barbarians. Presenting historical events with an immediacy that makes you feel as if you were
there, Hahn takes listeners through isolationist China's difficult and often costly adaptations to the invasions
of Western "foreign devils" - from the Treaty of Nanking in 1842, which gave the West access to five of
China's eastern ports, to the British colonization of Hong Kong, the rise of the tea trade, the Opium Wars, the
arrival of Christian missionaries, and the Boxer Rebellion. Hahn also illuminates the revolutionary
movement led by Sun Yat-sen, the overthrow of the Ch'ing Dynasty, the escalating tensions between the
Communist and Nationalist parties, and the Japanese invasion on the eve of World War II - which Hahn
witnessed firsthand. The final chapters cover the civil war, which ended with Chairman Mao's formation of
the People's Republic of China and Chiang Kai-shek's retreat to Taiwan.

With an insider's knowledge of Chinese culture and politics, Hahn delivers a sharply observant audiobook
that illuminates an unforgettable era in China's tumultuous past.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

The book China Only Yesterday: 1850-1950: A Century of Change can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book China Only
Yesterday: 1850-1950: A Century of Change? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book China Only Yesterday: 1850-1950: A Century of Change has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

John Charlie:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of China Only Yesterday: 1850-
1950: A Century of Change book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Patsy Cassella:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love China Only Yesterday: 1850-
1950: A Century of Change, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

John Singletary:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
China Only Yesterday: 1850-1950: A Century of Change can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you who have those short extra time problems.
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