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In Dark Mirror, Sara Lipton offers a fascinating examination of the emergence of anti-Semitic
iconography in the Middle Ages

The straggly beard, the hooked nose, the bag of coins, and gaudy apparel—the religious artists of medieval
Christendom had no shortage of virulent symbols for identifying Jews. Yet, hateful as these depictions were,
the story they tell is not as simple as it first appears.

Drawing on a wide range of primary sources, Lipton argues that these visual stereotypes were neither an
inevitable outgrowth of Christian theology nor a simple reflection of medieval prejudices. Instead, she maps
out the complex relationship between medieval Christians' religious ideas, social experience, and developing
artistic practices that drove their depiction of Jews from benign, if exoticized, figures connoting ancient
wisdom to increasingly vicious portrayals inspired by (and designed to provoke) fear and hostility.
At the heart of this lushly illustrated and meticulously researched work are questions that have occupied
scholars for ages—why did Jews becomes such powerful and poisonous symbols in medieval art? Why were
Jews associated with certain objects, symbols, actions, and deficiencies? And what were the effects of such
portrayals—not only in medieval society, but throughout Western history? What we find is that the image of
the Jew in medieval art was not a portrait of actual neighbors or even imagined others, but a cloudy glass into
which Christendom gazed to find a distorted, phantasmagoric rendering of itself.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

This Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you
world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Avis Zeiger:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Dark Mirror: The Medieval
Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Edward Carter:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography
can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dark Mirror: The
Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography.

Shawn Young:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography we can get more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Dark
Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography. You can more attractive than now.
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