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From its earliest days as a royal settlement fronting the pyramids of Giza to its current manifestation as the
largest metropolis in Africa, Cairo has forever captured the urban pulse of the Middle East. In Cairo:
Histories of a City, Nezar AlSayyad narrates the many Cairos that have existed throughout time, offering a
panoramic view of the city’s history unmatched in temporal and geographic scope, through an in-depth
examination of its architecture and urban form.

In twelve vignettes, accompanied by drawings, photographs, and maps, AlSayyad details the shifts in Cairo’s
built environment through stories of important figures who marked the cityscape with their personal
ambitions and their political ideologies. The city is visually reconstructed and brought to life not only as a
physical fabric but also as a social and political order?a city built within, upon, and over, resulting in a
present-day richly layered urban environment. Each chapter attempts to capture a defining moment in the life
trajectory of a city loved for all of its evocations and contradictions. Throughout, AlSayyad illuminates not
only the spaces that make up Cairo but also the figures that shaped them, including its chroniclers, from
Herodotus to Mahfouz, who recorded the deeds of great and ordinary Cairenes alike. He pays particular
attention to how the imperatives of Egypt's various rulers and regimes?from the pharaohs to Sadat and
beyond?have inscribed themselves in the city that residents navigate today.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Cairo: Histories
of a City? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Lonnie Fazio:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Cairo: Histories of a City is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Alma Miranda:

Beside this specific Cairo: Histories of a City in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Cairo: Histories of a City because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at
times have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Anthony Koch:

You will get this Cairo: Histories of a City by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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