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Legend has it that Damascus once had 365 hammams or 'Turkish baths': one for each day of the year.
Originally part of an ancient Roman tradition, hammams were absorbed by Islam to such an extent that many
became almost annexes to nearby mosques. For centuries, hammams were an integral part of community life,
with some 50 hammams surviving in Damascus until the 1950s. Since then, however, with the onslaught of
modernization programmes and home bathrooms, many have been demolished; fewer than 20 Damascene
working hammams survive today. In "Hammaming in the Sham", Richard Boggs travels the length and
breadth of modern Syria, documenting the traditions of bathing in Damascus, Aleppo and elsewhere, and his
encounters with Syrians as they bathe. In his portrayal of life in the hammams he reveals how these ancient
institutions cater for both body and soul, and through his conversations with the bathers within, he provides
insights into the grass roots of contemporary Syrian society. Approximately 100 colour photographs
accompany the text, portraying the traditional neighbourhoods of Damascus and Aleppo, and the almost
religious feel of the hammams. The author's intimate portraits of the baths' employees and bathers show a
unique side of Syria rarely exposed to the outside world.
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From reader reviews:

Alison McGowan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Hammaming in the Sham: A Journey
Through the Turkish Baths of Damascus, Aleppo and Beyond. All type of book can you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Eric Reynolds:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual
Hammaming in the Sham: A Journey Through the Turkish Baths of Damascus, Aleppo and Beyond is kind
of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Eileen Vaughan:

The guide with title Hammaming in the Sham: A Journey Through the Turkish Baths of Damascus, Aleppo
and Beyond includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read
this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition
of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Herbert Oakley:

You will get this Hammaming in the Sham: A Journey Through the Turkish Baths of Damascus, Aleppo and
Beyond by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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