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Has the international movement for democracy and human rights gone from being a weapon against power
to part of the arsenal of power itself? Nicolas Guilhot explores this question in his penetrating look at how
the U.S. government, the World Bank, political scientists, NGOs, think tanks, and various international
organizations have appropriated the movement for democracy and human rights to export neoliberal policies
throughout the world. His work charts the various symbolic, ideological, and political meanings that have
developed around human rights and democracy movements. Guilhot suggests that these shifting meanings
reflect the transformation of a progressive, emancipatory movement into an industry, dominated by
"experts," ensconced in positions of power.

Guilhot's story begins in the 1950s when U.S. foreign policy experts promoted human rights and democracy
as part of a "democratic international" to fight the spread of communism. Later, the unlikely convergence of
anti-Stalinist leftists and the nascent neoconservative movement found a place in the Reagan administration.
These "State Department Socialists," as they were known, created policies and organizations that provided
financial and technical expertise to democratic movements, but also supported authoritarian, anti-communist
regimes, particularly in Latin America.

Guilhot also traces the intellectual and social trajectories of key academics, policymakers, and institutions,
including Seymour M. Lipset, Jeane Kirkpatrick, the "Chicago Boys," including Milton Friedman, the
National Endowment for Democracy, and the Ford Foundation. He examines the ways in which various
individuals, or "double agents," were able to occupy pivotal positions at the junction of academe, national,
and international institutions, and activist movements. He also pays particular attention to the role of the
social sciences in transforming the old anti-Communist crusades into respectable international organizations
that promoted progressive and democratic ideals, but did not threaten the strategic and economic goals of
Western governments and businesses.

Guilhot's purpose is not to disqualify democracy promotion as a conspiratorial activity. Rather he offers new
perspectives on the roles of various transnational human rights institutions and the policies they promote.
Ultimately, his work proposes a new model for understanding the international politics of legitimate
democratic order and the relation between popular resistance to globalization and the "Washington
Consensus."
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Democracy
Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Hugo Mann:

The publication untitled The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order is the guide
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and
the Politics of Global Order from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Walter Crouse:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order
can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Latoya Jones:

This The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order is great guide for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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