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What did people make of death in the world of Atlantic slavery? In The Reaper's Garden, Vincent Brown
asks this question about Jamaica, the staggeringly profitable hub of the British Empire in America--and a
human catastrophe. Popularly known as the grave of the Europeans, it was just as deadly for Africans and
their descendants. Yet among the survivors, the dead remained both a vital presence and a social force.

In this compelling and evocative story of a world in flux, Brown shows that death was as generative as it was
destructive. From the eighteenth-century zenith of British colonial slavery to its demise in the 1830s, the
Grim Reaper cultivated essential aspects of social life in Jamaica--belonging and status, dreams for the
future, and commemorations of the past. Surveying a haunted landscape, Brown unfolds the letters of
anxious colonists; listens in on wakes, eulogies, and solemn incantations; peers into crypts and coffins, and
finds the very spirit of human struggle in slavery. Masters and enslaved, fortune seekers and spiritual healers,
rebels and rulers, all summoned the dead to further their desires and ambitions. In this turbulent transatlantic
world, Brown argues, "mortuary politics" played a consequential role in determining the course of history.

Insightful and powerfully affecting, The Reaper's Garden promises to enrich our understanding of the ways
that death shaped political life in the world of Atlantic slavery and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic
Slavery.

James Sanchez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the
World of Atlantic Slavery had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in
the World of Atlantic Slavery is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery. You
never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Carey Gilliam:

The ability that you get from The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery is the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of
Atlantic Slavery giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The
Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery instantly.

Stanley Cooper:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading



this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.
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