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California during the gold rush was a place of disputed claims, shoot-outs, gambling halls, and prostitution; a
place populated by that rough and rebellious figure, the forty-niner; in short, a place that seems utterly
unconnected to middle-class culture. In American Alchemy, however, Brian Roberts offers a surprising
challenge to this assumption.

Roberts points to a long-neglected truth of the gold rush: many of the northeastern forty-niners who ventured
westward were in fact middle-class in origin, status, and values. Tracing the experiences and adventures both
of these men and of the "unseen" forty-niners--women who stayed back East while their husbands went out
West--he shows that, whatever else the gold seekers abandoned on the road to California, they did not simply
turn their backs on middle-class culture.

Ultimately, Roberts argues, the story told here reveals an overlooked chapter in the history of the formation
of the middle class. While the acquisition of respectability reflects one stage in this history, he says, the gold
rush constitutes a second stage--a rebellion against standards of respectability.
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From reader reviews:

Corrine Switzer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class
Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) had been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book American Alchemy: The
California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) is not only giving you
far more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book American Alchemy: The
California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States). You never truly feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Harry Oliver:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United
States) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then
become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The American Alchemy:
The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) giving you one
more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life with
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Martin Solomon:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and
Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let us have American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural
Studies of the United States).

James Weil:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks



have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United
States) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person
must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt
to change your life with that book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture
(Cultural Studies of the United States). You can more inviting than now.
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