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An offbeat and brilliant imagining of a "lost novel" by Isaac Babel

A celebrated writer returns to his hometown of Odessa, pondering a deal with the secret police, pining for a
daughter living abroad, and hoping to pen one last homage to his own past. Isaac Babel, the world famous
spinner of tales about Cossacks and gangsters, arrives in Odessa to be treated for asthma-and perhaps help a
condemned prisoner to escape. Or is it Babel who intends to escape?

For six decades our only record of Babel's visit has been the contents of letters and postcards sent abroad to
his mother and sister. In King of Odessa, Robert A. Rosenstone imagines a version of this visit and the novel
Babel wrote during those weeks. Babel himself is concerned with more than literary plots as he considers an
escape just as he starts an affair with an actress who may be a police spy. He also ruminates on his past-his
childhood as a sickly Jewish boy, the horrifying 1905 pogrom, the famous rides with the Cossacks that
inspired Red Calvary, and above all his complicated relationships with women. Throughout the novel
Rosenstone captures Babel's lively wit, his exhaustion with fame and the Soviet system, and his infectious
charm.

This would prove to be Babel's last visit to Odessa. Three years later, he was arrested as a spy and executed.
Rosenstone, the acclaimed biographer of writer and activist John Reed, mixes historical facts and fiction with
the talent of a gifted storyteller. The result is a captivating exploration of a great writer surrounded by history
and on the brink of falling out of it forever.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Barcomb:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac Babel. Try to the
actual book King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac Babel as your good friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jose Gower:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac
Babel is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Ana May:

The actual book King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac Babel will bring one to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book
very suitable to you. The book King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac Babel is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

William Culley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac Babel can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.
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