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The final publication of results of the excavations at Pontnewydd cave in north-east Wales has been eagerly
awaited. The site was investigated as part of the Palaeolithic Settlement of Wales Research Programme,
which has been responsible for transforming understanding of the nature of human settlement on the very
margins of Eurasia by early Neanderthals. The caves of the Elwy valley in northeast Wales contain evidence
of the earliest human occupation of Wales. This monograph documents the results of 20 years of field
research. It describes the traces of occupation left around 225,000 years ago by people who were ancestors of
the Neanderthals. These include stone tools, animal bones and the remains of the people themselves. The key
cave site, Pontnewydd, is full of international significance, producing artefacts and fauna associated with
early Neanderthal skeletal material, related to repeated occupations of the cave around a quarter of a million
years ago. Key issues relating to gender and diet will be explored. Within the faunal assemblage at
Pontnewydd, as also within the potentially contemporary assemblage from the nearby cave of Cefn, it is
possible to see interglacial elements which may date to MIS 7 or, even, to the preceding interglacial cycle
(MIS 9), fully 50 to 100,000 years earlier. The pointers here are the rhinoceros Stephanorhinus
kirchbergensis , a large horse Equus ferus , and the leopard, Panthera pardus . None of these can be later than
MIS 7 and may even be of MIS 9 age. Moreover, the species of bear represented at both Pontnewydd and
Cefn is the cave bear ( Ursus spelaeus ) and these seem to be replaced by brown bears ( Ursus arctos ) during
MIS 11 or 9. This inference of an early date for elements of the Pontnewydd and Cefn faunas is borne out by
the presence of macaque at Cefn, a species not known in Britain after MIS 9. This multi-authored monograph
will place the Elwy valley caves within a geological and archaeological context; allow a detailed publication
of research on the artefacts, fauna and hominid remains; and provide a synthesis of how this work feeds back
into understandings of the Palaeolithic settlement on the edge of the then known world.
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From reader reviews:

Samara Reed:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the
Elwy Valley Caves will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suited book with you?

Donna Moore:

The feeling that you get from Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves is the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley
Caves giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Neanderthals in
Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves instantly.

Hugo Carter:

This Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves are generally reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the
Elwy Valley Caves can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Dora Mohammed:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves this book consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer



made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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