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Over the latter half of the twentieth century, the Guatemalan state slaughtered more than two hundred
thousand of its citizens. In the wake of this violence, a vibrant pan-Mayan movement has emerged, one that
is challenging Ladino (non-indigenous) notions of citizenship and national identity. In The Blood of
Guatemala Greg Grandin locates the origins of this ethnic resurgence within the social processes of
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century state formation rather than in the ruins of the national project of recent
decades.
Focusing on Mayan elites in the community of Quetzaltenango, Grandin shows how their efforts to maintain
authority over the indigenous population and secure political power in relation to non-Indians played a
crucial role in the formation of the Guatemalan nation. To explore the close connection between nationalism,
state power, ethnic identity, and political violence, Grandin draws on sources as diverse as photographs,
public rituals, oral testimony, literature, and a collection of previously untapped documents written during
the nineteenth century. He explains how the cultural anxiety brought about by Guatemala’s transition to
coffee capitalism during this period led Mayan patriarchs to develop understandings of race and nation that
were contrary to Ladino notions of assimilation and progress. This alternative national vision, however,
could not take hold in a country plagued by class and ethnic divisions. In the years prior to the 1954 coup,
class conflict became impossible to contain as the elites violently opposed land claims made by indigenous
peasants.
This “history of power” reconsiders the way scholars understand the history of Guatemala and will be
relevant to those studying nation building and indigenous communities across Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Blood
of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise)? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Lidia Flynn:

The book untitled The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It
is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Amber Tyson:

You can find this The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Debra Heffner:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Blood of Guatemala: A History of
Race and Nation (Latin America Otherwise) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Blood of Guatemala: A History of Race and
Nation (Latin America Otherwise) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of the time.
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